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DEFINING KEY TERMS
AddiTionAl VolunTARY ConTRiBuTionS 
(AVCS)
Extra contributions paid by members on top of regular 
Member Contributions of 8% of Salary.  

AnnuiTY
This is one of the benefit options available to you at 
retirement. An Annuity is a contract with a life assurance 
company to make a series of payments at stated intervals for 
the remaining life of the Annuity holder.

APPRoVEd RETiREMEnT Fund (ARF) / 
APPRoVEd MiniMuM RETiREMEnT Fund 
(AMRF)
An ARF/AMRF is a personal post retirement fund where you 
can keep your money invested as a lump sum. You can make 
withdrawals when you need to, subject to certain Revenue 
limits and legislative restrictions.

BEnEFiCiARiES
Generally means your Dependants, together with certain 
other relatives, either by blood or marriage, any person or 
body benefiting under your will, or nominated by you in 
writing to the Trustee (see Expression of Wishes Form).  
The Definitive Trust Deed and Rules contains a more  
precise definition. 

CoMMEnCEMEnT dATE oF ThE SCHEME
1 January 2015.

CoMPAnY ConTRiBuTionS
The regular contributions paid by the Company to the 
Pension Account in accordance with the Definitive Trust 
Deed and Rules. 

dEFERREd BEnEFiTS
Benefits payable at a later date, that arise when you cease 
to be an active member of the Scheme  before Normal 
Retirement Date.

dEPEndAnTS
•  your spouse or civil partner; and/or
•  your children under 18 or 23 if they are in full-time 

education or vocational training. There is no age limit for
children who are mentally or physically incapacitated; 
and/or

•  any person who in the opinion of the Trustee is/was 
wholly or in part dependent on your earnings or whose
maintenance and support you had undertaken before 
your death.

FAMilY lAw ACTS 
Family Law Act 1995, Family Law (Divorce) Act 1996 and 
Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and Obligations of 
Cohabitants Act 2010.

MEMBER ConTRiBuTionS
The regular contributions paid by the member to the 
Pension Account in accordance with the Definitive Trust 
Deed and Rules.

noRMAl RETiREMEnT dATE
Your 65th birthday.

PEnSion ACCounT
On any date means the accumulated value, taking into 
account any investment returns earned, of the contributions 
which have been paid by the Company on your behalf, 
together with any contributions you may decide to pay,  
and transfers received from prior pension arrangements, 
less any taxes and expenses deductible as appropriate in 
accordance with the Definitive Trust Deed and Rules. The 
benefits available to you from the Scheme on retirement, 
leaving service or death will depend on the value of your 
Pension Account at that time.

QuAliFYing SERViCE 
Service completed as a member of the Scheme for 
retirement benefits. Similar service completed in another 
Company Scheme, or in another Scheme from which 
you have been granted a transfer value, will also count as 
Qualifying Service.

REnEwAl dATE
1 July each year.

SAlARY
Salary is defined as basic rate of pay received.

STATE PEnSion
The annual rate of the State Pension payable to a single 
person.

TAx 
Refers to Pay As You Earn (PAYE) tax.

ThE CoMPAnY 
R&A Bailey.
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inTRoduCTion TO ThE SChEME 
ThIS BOO uTI
MEMBERS

KLET OuTLINES ThE CONTRIB
  OF ThE R&A BAilEY SECTIO

ON STRuCTuRE AND BENEFITS FOR 

 The R&A Bailey section of the Diageo Retirement Savings Plan is an important and valuable part of your total reward 
package of benefits from  the Company. You will be automatically enrolled into the Scheme on the 1st of the month 
following completion of six  months service.

The Scheme is designed to be flexible to suit your changing needs. It offers you a choice in terms of contribution levels, 
the benefits you receive, as well as a choice of investment approaches. 

 In particular it offers:-

•	 contributions from the Company;
•	 the opportunity to take advantage of tax reliefs on contributions and benefits; and
•	 protection for your family.

This booklet is intended as a summary of the benefits of the Scheme. The full details are contained in the Definitive Trust 
Deed and Rules, which set out the legal provisions governing the Scheme and which prevail in the event of a dispute 
between the terms of this booklet and the provisions of the Definitive Trust Deed and Rules. A separate Investment Guide is 
available to help you decide how you wish to invest your contributions.

The Scheme is a defined contribution scheme for the purposes of the Pensions Act 1990 and if you have any enquiries about the 
Scheme or your individual entitlements or if you wish to view a copy of the Definitive Trust Deed and Rules, you should contact 
the Scheme Administrator, see page 16 for details.

The Scheme is approved by the Revenue as an exempt approved pension scheme under Chapter 1 of Part 30 of the Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997.

The Scheme is registered with the Pensions Authority.

Future conditions cannot be foreseen and while the Company has every intention of maintaining its contributions to 
the Scheme it must reserve the right to change or discontinue the Scheme at any time. The important point in such an 
eventuality is that your rights to the benefits secured by contributions that have already been paid to this Scheme are fully 
protected.

DIAGEO RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLAN (THE SCHEME)
N OF THE
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3 SiMPlE STEPS TO SAVE FOR RETIREMENT
AS A MEMBER OF ThE SChEME, YOu’RE ON ThE RIGhT ROAD TO MAKING YOuR 
RETiREMEnT MoRE CoMFoRTABlE.

The 3-step plan below is designed to help you plan your journey to retirement. You can also use the various online tools at 
www.pensionplanetinteractive.ie 

ST
EP

 

SET YOuR RETiREMEnT TARgET 
have you thought about how much income you will need in retirement? 
Setting a retirement savings target will help you to make the most of the Scheme. Remember 
the State Pension is currently (2015) just under €12,000 per year. The more you save now with the 
Scheme, the more money you will have in retirement. 

ST
EP

 

ConTRiBuTE AS MuCh AS YOu CAN AFFORD
As a very general rule of thumb, it’s often suggested that the total contribution rate that should 
be saved to provide a good level of pension is an amount equal to half your age, that’s your 
Member Contribution, Company Contribution and any AVCs you choose to make. however 
the exact amount will depend on your own situation – what’s right for some people is not 
necessarily right for you. Contribute as much as you can afford, even saving a little extra each 
month can make a big difference to your income in retirement. Remember the more you 
contribute, the more the Company contributes (up to certain limits).

ST
EP

 

MAKE YOuR MONEY woRK hARd 
Now that you know how much savings you need to retire, it’s time to decide how to invest 
your contributions from the Company. In this Scheme you have two investment approaches to 
choose from, Do it myself or the default investment approach, Do it for me.

If you have a goal in mind – that is, how much money you think you’ll need each year in retirement (from your State Pension, 
other savings and the savings you build up in your R&A Bailey Retirement Savings Scheme) you can start to plan your 
journey.

The route you take will depend on how old you are, how much you can afford to contribute and your attitude to investing. 
Step 3 is about your investments and you should refer to the separate Investment Guide for more information. Investing your 
Pension Account is about making sure your money works hard at the right time so you can enjoy retirement when the time 
comes. Remember: 

•  aim for growth when retirement is years away and
•  build in protection as retirement approaches.

1
2
3
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KEY FEATuRES

CoMPAnY 
ConTRiBuTionS
R&A Bailey will pay up to 12% 
of your Salary to your Pension 
Account.

PERSonAl 
ConTRiBuTionS
You choose how much you 
want to contribute subject to a 
minimum of 5% and maximum 
of 8% of your Salary. 

SAVE MoRE
You can pay more than 8% by 
making Additional Voluntary 
Contributions (AVCs) to enhance 
your retirement savings. 

inVESTMEnT APPRoACh 
You have a choice of two investment approaches

1.  do iT FoR ME, is a ready-made investment approach which focuses on growth funds when you are many
years from retirement and then automatically changes to protection focused funds as you near retirement. 

OR 
2.  do iT MYSElF, gives you the freedom to choose and manage your own mix of investments from the six

fund choices made available by the Trustee.

BEnEFiTS To SuiT 
You
You choose benefits to suit your 
personal circumstances when 
you retire.

TAx-FREE CASh
You can choose to take a tax-free 
lump sum up to Revenue limits.

RETiRE EARlY
You may be able to retire early 
from age 50, with the consent of
the Company and the Trustee.

TAx AdVAnTAgES 

inCoME TAx-REliEF
Your personal contributions are deducted from your pay before tax so you will receive immediate tax-relief up to your 
highest rate of tax. Please note that employee contributions do not receive PRSI or uSC tax relief. You don’t pay tax 
(income tax, PRSI or uSC) on the Company’s Contribution paid to your Pension Account on your behalf.

dEATh BEnEFiTS
Your Dependants will be covered 
for 4 times your Salary (subject 
to acceptance by the insurers) 
plus the value of your Pension 
Account.

SAVingS
The investment returns you earn 
on your savings are free from 
income and capital gains tax.

inCoME TAx
All pensions in payment are 
treated as earned income and 
are taxed under PAYE.

The Scheme is registered with Revenue, so the advantages shown above apply under current regulations and may be 
subject to change in subsequent Budgets or Finance Acts.
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hOW ThE SChEME woRKS
ThE SChEME IS A dEFinEd ConTRiBuTion PEnSion SChEME 

whEn You join
Following completion of six months service, you will be automatically enrolled into the Scheme at a
contribution rate of 5% of your Salary. If you wish to pay more than 5% you can do so by completing 
and returning the enclosed Contribution Decision Form. When you become a member of the Scheme  
a Pension Account is set up for you. All contributions paid by you and the Company on your 
behalf are invested in your Pension Account. The value of your Pension Account may rise or fall 
depending on how your chosen investment approach performs. Professional investment managers  
manage the investments on behalf of the Trustee. Further details of the investment approaches  
available to you are outlined later in this booklet and in the separate Investment Guide.
t 

on RETiREMEnT
On retirement, part or all of the funds in your Pension Account may be taken as a lump sum, some 
of which may be tax free, subject to Revenue limits. The remainder may be used to provide you with 
pension benefits purchased from an appropriate life assurance company or to the extent permitted 
by legislation, the Scheme may also allow you to transfer part of your Pension Account to an Approved 
Retirement Fund on retirement. 

whEn You RETiRE, YouR RETiREMEnT BEnEFiTS will dEPEnd on: – 

the amount of contributions made 

to the Scheme on your behalf, 
how well the investments have 

performed and,
how you choose to use your 

Pension Account.

Information on how each of these factors may affect your retirement benefits is contained later in this booklet.

on dEATh
As a member of the Scheme you are covered for death in service benefits for a lump sum of four times your Salary plus the 
value of your Pension Account. Further details of these benefits are also contained later in this booklet.

who iS EligiBlE FoR dEATh BEnEFiTS?
You are automatically included for the death in service benefits when you join the Company provided you have not attained 
age 65, are not a member of another retirement benefits scheme of the Company and have furnished any particulars (if any) 
that may be required by the Trustee in accordance with the Trust Deed and Rules.

CAn i oPT ouT oF ThE SChEME?
You may opt out of the Scheme for pension benefits if you so wish. If you decide to opt out, you will be covered for a  
death-in-service lump sum benefit of four times your Salary. however, the Company will not make any contributions  
to any other pension arrangements you may have. If you wish to opt out of the Scheme, please request a Scheme Opt Out 
Form from the Scheme Administrator. 

retirement
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 CONTRIBUTION FEATURES 

You will be automatically enrolled into the Scheme at a 
contribution rate of 5% of your Salary on the 1st of the 
month following completion of six months service. You can 
choose to pay more than 5% of your Salary by completing 
and returning the enclosed Contribution Decision Form. The 
more you contribute the more the Company will contribute 
as shown in the table below. 

WHY SHOULD I CONTRIBUTE MORE THAN 
THE MINIMUM? 
The more you choose to contribute to the Scheme, up to a 
maximum of 8% of your Salary, the more the Company will 
contribute as shown in the table above. You will receive tax 
relief on all your contributions up to certain Revenue limits. 
You can change your contribution rate at any time by 
requesting a Contribution Decision Form from the Scheme 
Administrator.  

For example 

CAN I PAY MORE THAN 8% OF MY SALARY? 
Yes, you can enhance your retirement savings at any time 
through Additional Voluntary Contributions (AVCs) – extra 
contributions on top of your regular contribution. The 
Company does not match your AVCs.  

AVCs can be paid on a regular basis or you can make one-off 
payments at any time. You can change the amount you pay 
whenever you like, or stop making AVCs altogether without 
any charges.  

WHAT ARE THE TAX IMPLICATIONS? 
Under existing legislation you will get full tax relief at your 
marginal rate of income tax on your total personal 
contributions up to the limit that corresponds to your age in 
the following table. 

Pay eligible for tax relief is your Schedule E earnings in a tax 
year subject to a maximum monetary amount. At the date of 
issue this maximum was €115,000 per annum.  

CAN I TAKE A TRANSFER FROM A PREVIOUS 
EMPLOYER’S ARRANGEMENT?  
Yes, provided the rules of the previous scheme allow a 
transfer and provided the Trustee of the Scheme agrees to 
accept it. To initiate a transfer contact the Scheme 
Administrator, who will provide you with information on 
your options. Consider obtaining independent financial 
advice before making a decision on whether to transfer 
your past benefits.  



RETIREMENT BEnEFiTS 
whEn CAn i RETiRE?
The Normal Retirement Date under the Scheme is your 
65th birthday. At this time you will receive the benefits that 
can be secured at that date based upon the value of your 
Pension Account.

BEFoRE noRMAl RETiREMEnT dATE
You may, with the consent of the Company, retire and take 
your benefits on or after age 50, or without the consent of 
the Company at any time prior to age 65 on the grounds of 
permanent ill-health or disability (as to which the Trustee 
must be satisfied).

YOuR BENEFIT oPTionS 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE uNDER CuRRENT 
REGuLATIONS

how ARE MY BEnEFiTS dETERMinEd 
undER ThiS SChEME?
Your benefits at retirement will depend on the value of your 
Pension Account. 

You can retire at any time after reaching the age of 50 and 
leaving employment, however retiring before Normal 
Retirement Date would mean that your Pension Account 
and entitlements would be less than if you remained in the 
Scheme until your Normal Retirement Date. 

Your Pension Account includes the value of your 
contributions, AVCs, the Company’s contributions and 
any transfer values which may have been received from a 
previous employer. The money which has built up in your 
Pension Account may be used to provide a combination of 
the following benefits as outlined on the right: 

1.  A pension payable for life (also known as an
Annuity). The amount of your pension will 
depend on: 
•  the age at which you retire,
•  how much of your Pension Account you

choose to use to purchase a pension and
•  the cost of buying a pension when you

retire.
	The maximum pension you can receive is  
two-thirds of Salary if you have completed 
at least 10 years service at your Normal 
Retirement Date. 

and, or

2.  A pension for your Dependants payable in 
the event of your death - this is a pension for 
your spouse, child or other Dependants if you
die after retiring. If you choose this option it 
may reduce the level of pension you receive.

and, or

3.  A cash sum - subject to Revenue limits, some
or all may be tax free. 

and, or

4.  Investment in an Approved Retirement Fund
(ARF)/Approved Minimum Retirement Fund 
(AMRF) – you may have the option to invest 
in a post retirement investment product. 

9



OPTIONS AT ThE POINT OF RETIREMENT
The choices available to you at retirement in respect of your Pension Account are complex, and may change in time with 
legislation. Independent professional advice is recommended at retirement to help you choose the retirement options that 
best suit your personal needs. 

Full details of the options available to you will be provided as you near retirement.

ThERE ARE Two MAin oPTionS AVAilABlE FoR YouR PEnSion ACCounT: 

RETiREMEnT oPTion 1 – 
CASh And AnnuiTY

You can choose to take part of your Pension Account as a cash sum*. The balance of your 
Pension Account is then used to purchase pension benefits. The maximum pension payable 
is two-thirds of your final remuneration. 

The pension will typically be secured by means of an 
Annuity with an insurance company and can commence 
on the day you retire.  At retirement you can decide on 
the features associated with this Annuity, for example 
you can choose if you wish to have a pension that 
continues for your spouse/civil partner after you die  
or that allows for indexation (i.e. increases). 

You will be supplied with a range of quotes from 
insurance companies and can choose the insurance 
company that offers you the best value for your  
specific needs.  

Pensions are normally paid by monthly instalments in 
arrears and payments may be made directly to your 
bank or to other designated financial institution. 

The amount of pension will depend upon the size of 
your Pension Account, financial conditions at the time 
you purchase the Annuity and also what features you 
choose as outlined previously. It should be noted that 
market Annuity rates tend to fluctuate in line with 
changes in interest rates generally. 

Tax and other statutory amounts will be deducted from 
your pension under normal PAYE procedure.

*The maximum cash sum allowable by Revenue on retirement at your Normal Retirement Date is currently 1.5 times your final remuneration
assuming you have 20 years of service and is reduced if service is less than 20 years. Retirement cash sums are currently tax-free subject to a 
cumulative lifetime limit of €200,000 which takes account of all retirement cash sums taken after 7th December 2005. Any excess above €200,000
and below €500,000 would be taxed at the standard income tax rate and at your marginal income tax rate thereafter.

10
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ARF/AMRF RETiREMEnT oPTion 2 –  
25% CASh wiTh BAlAnCE inVESTEd in ARF/AMRF

The Finance Act, 2011 allows you to take up to 25% of the value of your Pension Account at 
retirement as a cash sum*, transfer some or all of the remainder to an ARF/AMRF or take it as 
taxable cash**. This is subject to the guaranteed minimum income and deemed withdrawal 
requirements outlined below. 

It may be necessary to restrict the level of some or all of the above benefits to ensure they do not breach Revenue limits. 

* The maximum cash sum allowable by Revenue on retirement at your Normal Retirement Date is currently 1.5 times your final remuneration
assuming you have 20 years of service and is reduced if service is less than 20 years. Retirement cash sums are currently tax-free subject to a 
cumulative lifetime limit of €200,000 which takes account of all retirement cash sums taken after 7th December 2005. Any excess above €200,000
and below €500,000 would be taxed at the standard income tax rate and at your marginal income tax rate thereafter.

oPTionS in RElATion To ThE VAluE oF YouR AVCS in YouR PEnSion 
ACCounT ARE AS FollowS:

•  you can continue to invest your remaining AVCs in a post-retirement investment vehicle called an ARF. This is 
subject to the guaranteed minimum income and deemed withdrawal requirements outlined below.  You can invest
this fund as you wish and make withdrawals from it when it suits you. This is a very flexible arrangement as you 
only pay income tax when you make withdrawals from the ARF. however, the Finance Acts state that you must pay
tax on a deemed withdrawal from the fund of 4% per annum, increasing to 5% per annum at age 71.** 

•  you can take the value of your remaining AVCs at retirement as a taxable cash sum, subject to income tax.**

•  you can purchase Annuity benefits with AVC funds (see option 1 for more details about Annuity benefits).

** In order to be eligible to take a taxable cash sum, or to use an ARF, you must have either a guaranteed minimum lifetime income of €12,700 per 
annum (which can include State pensions). If you do not satisfy this condition you must invest €63,500 or your remaining AVCs after taking the cash 
sum in an Approved Minimum Retirement Fund (AMRF). This amount must remain in the AMRF until age 75, and only the income generated by this 
fund can be drawn upon before age 75. Any income drawn from the AMRF is subject to income tax in the normal way. You can always purchase 
Annuity benefits with the funds held in your ARF or AMRF. 

The guaranteed lifetime income requirement, if not satisfied at the time of retirement, may be satisfied at any time after retirement, at which point 
the AMRF becomes an ARF.

do i nEEd To MAKE AnY dECiSionS now? 
No. You will be provided with full details of your options 
when you near retirement. There are no decisions to be 
made regarding how you would like to receive your benefits 
until that time. 

however, if you want to receive an illustration of your 
potential benefits you can contact the Scheme Administrator 
at any time. You can also receive illustrations to show the 
possible effect on your benefits of paying AVCs. 

REMEMBER! 
You can access a range of tools and 
useful resources to help your manage 
your Pension Account by visiting  
www.pensionplanetinteractive.ie



12

BENEFITS ON dEATh in SERViCE 
whAT BEnEFiTS ARE PAid on dEATh in 
SERViCE? 
In these circumstances, subject to the eligibility criteria 
outlined on page 7, the following amounts would be 
available to be paid to your Dependants:

A lump sum death in 
service benefit of four 
times your Salary* at 
date of death;

Plus

the value of your 
Pension Account

*The maximum amount that can be paid in lump sum format is
restricted by the Revenue. Any amounts that cannot be paid as a 
lump sum will be used by the Trustee to provide benefits for your
Dependants.

iS EVidEnCE oF good hEAlTh REQuiREd?
The lump sum death in service benefit of four times your 
Salary is secured under insurance contracts. In some 
circumstances the insurance company may require evidence 
of good health, particularly if there have been prolonged 
periods of absence. In these circumstances special terms 
may apply to the benefit of which you will be advised.  

whAT iF i AM SEPARATEd oR diVoRCEd?
Where members are legally separated or divorced or their 
civil partnership has been dissolved, the Courts may have 
decided on the proportion of pension and death benefits 
payable to the various parties. The benefits under the 
Scheme are subject to the statutory provisions of any Court 
Orders and residual benefits will be processed under the 
normal terms and conditions of the Scheme.

Further information on Pension Adjustment Orders and on 
pensions generally is available from the Pensions Authority 
at the following address:

The Pensions Authority
Verschoyle house
28/30 Lower Mount Street
Dublin 2
Tel: 01 6131900
Fax: 01 6318602
Website: www.pensionsauthority.ie 

how CAn i MAKE Known MY wiShES AS To 
whoM dEATh BEnEFiTS Should BE PAid? 
You are advised to complete and return the enclosed expression 
of wishes form and ensure this is kept up to date as your
circumstances change. While the Trustee will be guided by your
wishes they cannot be legally bound by them. In particular, any 
Pension Adjustment Orders will take precedence over your 
wishes as expressed to the Trustee or as expressed in your 
will. Additional expression of wish forms can be obtained from the 
Scheme Administrators. See contact details on page 16 of 
this booklet.
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BENEFITS ON lEAVing SERViCE 
whAT BEnEFiTS ARE AVAilABlE iF i lEAVE 
SERViCE? 
The benefits available on leaving service depend on the 
period of Qualifying Service you have completed.

(a)  if you have less than 2 years Qualifying
Service

i.  You may receive a refund of the value of your
own contributions, less tax, currently 20%.

or
ii.  You may leave your own contributions 

(together with any employee/employer 
contributions from a transfer-in if any), 
invested in the Scheme. You may retire and
take your benefits at any time from age 50. 

or
iii.  You may transfer the value of your own 

contributions, (together with any employee/
employer contributions from a transfer-in 
if any), to a new employer’s pension 
arrangement, to an approved buy-out 
bond or to a Personal Retirement Savings 
Account (PRSA).

(b)  if you have completed 2 years or more
Qualifying Service

i.  You may leave the total value of your Pension
Account, consisting of the value of your 
own contributions and those paid by the 
Company on your behalf (together with any 
employee/employer contributions from a 
transfer-in if any), invested in the Scheme. 
You may retire and take your benefits at any 
time from age 50. 

or
ii.  You may transfer the total value of your 

Pension Account to a new employer’s 
pension plan, to an approved buy-out bond
or in certain circumstances to a PRSA.

Please note that under the terms of the 1990 Pensions Act 
a refund of the value of a members normal contributions 
and AVCs is only available to members who have completed 
less than 2 years Qualifying Service. Thereafter the benefit is 
compulsorily preserved under the 1990 Pensions Act.

whAT hAPPEnS iF i diE whilST EnTiTlEd 
To dEFERREd BEnEFiTS?
If you die before Normal Retirement Date whilst entitled to 
Deferred Benefits, ( (a) ii or (b) i ), the value of your Deferred 
Benefits will be paid to your estate.
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YouR inVESTMEnT APPROAChES 
whERE will MY PEnSion ACCounT BE 
inVESTEd? 
You will need to decide how to invest your contributions 
and those from the Company. 

Two investment approaches are provided, you choose the 
approach that best suits you depending on the level of 
involvement you would like to have in managing how your 
Pension Account is invested. More details are provided in 
the separately prepared Investment Guide.

who dECidES whAT inVESTMEnTS ARE 
AVAilABlE? 
It is the responsibility of the Trustee to establish a framework 
and strategy for the appropriate investment management 
of the Scheme contributions and assets.

Further details of the investment framework and strategy 
available are set out in the separate Investment Guide.

While the Trustee and the Company have taken great care 
in the selection of the various funds available, it must be 
remembered that they cannot accept responsibility for any 
under-performance of any fund. The Trustee intends to 
monitor returns on a regular basis.

how do i Know whiCh Fund(S) To 
ChooSE?
A separate Investment Guide provides useful information to 
help you to decide your investment approach.

whAT iF i do noT wAnT To MAKE An 
inVESTMEnT SElECTion?
For members who would prefer not to take a decision 
on their investment approach, all contributions will 
automatically be invested in the default option established 
by the Trustee and described in the separate Investment 
Guide. 

whAT iS ThE dEFAulT oPTion?
The default option has been designed to maximise potential 
investment growth over the long term by investing in 
equities and alternative investments in your earlier years 
of saving (‘growth’  phase) and as you near retirement, 
switching savings into more secure investments i.e. cash 
and bonds (‘protection’ phase). Further details on the 
default option can be found in the Investment Guide.



15

ACTionS 

AnnuAllY

You will receive an annual benefi t statement, which shows the value of your 
Pension Account and an estimated projection of your benefi ts at retirement:

•  you should take time to read your benefi t statement each year and

•  consider if you need to adjust your contribution rate or review your
investment approach. 

on MARRiAgE / CiVil 
PARTnERShiP •  Review your Expression of Wishes Form.

on SEPARATion oR 
diVoRCE oR ThE 
diSSoluTion oF A 
CiVil PARTnERShiP

•  Supply details of any Pension Adjustment Order to the Scheme
Administrator.

•  Review your Expression of Wishes Form.

on lEAVing SERViCE
•  You will receive your benefi t options from the Scheme Administrator.

•  Confi rm your chosen option to the Scheme Administrator.

on RETiREMEnT 

•  Details of your retirement options will be provided to you by the Scheme
Administrator.

•  Confi rm your chosen option to the Scheme Administrator.

•  Advise the Annuity provider if applicable of any future change in your 
address or your bank account number (where payment is made directly to
your account).

on dEATh

Your Dependants or personal legal representatives should notify the 
Scheme Administrator of your death and subsequently supply a copy of your 
birth certifi cate, any marriage certifi cate or evidence of any registered civil 
partnership, any Pension Adjustment Orders and death certifi cate.

iF You hAVE A 
CoMPlAinT / diSPuTE 
wiTh REgARdS 
To how YouR 
BEnEFiTS hAVE BEEn 
PRoCESSEd?

The Trustee operates a formal dispute resolution procedure to deal with 
complaints and disputes arising in relation to the Scheme. A copy of this 
procedure is available to you on request from the Scheme Administrator. 
Complaints or disputes should be referred to the Trustee in the first instance. 
If the internal dispute resolution procedure does not resolve the matter, it 
may be referred to the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman for 
adjudication. The Ombudsman may be contacted at Lincoln House, Lincoln 
Place, Dublin 2, D02 VH29.
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uSEFuL inFoRMATion 
The Pensions Authority Registration 
The Scheme has been registered with The Pensions 
Authority and its registration number is PB 288112. 

Revenue Approval number 
The Scheme is approved by the Revenue and the 
reference number is SF - 661. 

Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) 
The SFT is the maximum value of benefits that can be built 
up in a Pension Account without attracting an additional 
tax penalty on retirement (excluding State pension). The 
SFT is currently €2 million.

State Pension 
You will also be entitled to the State Pension, which is 
currently (2018) €12,165 a year, when you retire. Please 
note, this figure may change over the coming years if 
decided by the Irish Government. While the State Pension 
is currently payable from age 66, it will be payable from 
age 67 in 2021 and 68 in 2028. The Scheme Normal 
Retirement Date is 65.

FuRThER inFoRMATion 
insurers
Irish Life Assurance Plc

investment Consultant
Towers Watson (Ireland) Limited
Trinity Point
10-11 Leinster Street South 
Dublin 2

investment Managers
Irish Life Investment Managers 

The Pensions Authority 
The Pensions Authority is a statutory body set up under the 
Pensions Act, 1990.  The Authority regulates occupational 
pension schemes, Trust RACs and Personal Retirement 
Savings Accounts (PRSAs) in Ireland. For more information 
see www.pensionsauthority.ie

Scheme Administrator
The administration of the Scheme is outsourced by the 
Trustee to Irish Life Assurance Plc, based in Dublin. Irish Life 
holds detailed records of all members’ pension benefits and 
is able to answer questions both about member 
entitlements and also provide factual information on a range 
of issues, including the transfer of benefits in and out of the 
Scheme and early retirement quotations. if you need more 
information or have a question about the Scheme email: 
code@irishlife.ie or call 01 704 2747. 

Scheme Administrator Address
Irish Life
Lower Abbey Street
Dublin 1

Solicitors
Arthur Cox

Trustee
Diageo Retirement Savings Plan Pension Trustee 
Designated Activity Company.




